GCB NEWS

Lawyers’ protest in Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe’s violent suppression of lawyers attacked

he International Council of Barristers and Advocates (the ICAB) has condemned the continuing campaign of intimidation and
violence being waged on Zimbabwe's lawyers by Robert Mugabe's Zanu-PF regime. The ICAB is an association of the independent
referral Bars of Australia, England & Wales, Hong Kong, Ireland, Namibia, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Scotland, South Africa and

Zi

In

mbabwe.

2004, a group of senior barristers from

the ICAB visited Harare to enquire into the

threats to the rule of law and to the judiciary

and legal profession which were occurring

in

Zimbabwe. In their report, they concluded

that:

4

Lawyers and magistrates had faced violent
attacks on themselves and their families

* Lawyers for politically unpopular causes had
been attacked or tortured

e Senior judge appointments had been sub-

ject to political interference

* The Zanu-PF party had enforced the
removal of politically independent judges

e Judges had been removed through psycho-
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logical and physical intimidation

 The government of Zimbabwe picked sym-
pathetic judges to handle sensitive cases.

The ICAB has highlighted its concerns in a
letter to the Law Society of Zimbabwe, the
country’s attorney-general and its chief justice
as well as the Commonwealth secretary-
general. El
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