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patterns are a daunting issue, since the 
Bar does not (always) determine where 
the brief goes. But sometimes the Bar 
can play a meaningful role, and in this 
context we may have to reconsider 
our prohibition against influencing 
briefs or recommending colleagues. 
It is a humble start, but one should 

STOP PRESS 

GCB: New National 
Executive 
At its 59th annual general meeting 
held in Bloemfontein on the week­
end of 23 and 24 July 2004, the 
GCB appointed its first black chair. 
Following a decision to postpone the 
elections for a new executive com­
mittee until 6 November 2004, the 
GCB appointed Norman Arendse SC, 
national deputy chair of Advocates 
for Transformation, and a member 
of the Cape and Johannesburg Bars, 
as chair, and Jannie Eksteen SC, a 
member of the Eastern Cape Bar, as 
deputy chair. 

The decision to postpone the elec­
tions will allow the GCB and its 
constituent Bars the opportunity to 
consider a proposed constitutional 
amendment tabled by Advocates for 
Transformation which relates to co­
and equal-governance of the advo­
cates' profession. 

Other members of the National 
Executive Committee are: 

Ishmael Semenya SC, Sharise Weiner 
SC and Fayeeza Kathree of the 
Johannesburg Bar, Hans Fabricius SC 
of the Pretoria Bar, Renata Williams 
SC of the Cape Bar, Pops Aboobaker 
SC and Archie Findlay SC (ex officio) 
of the Kwa-Zulu Natal Bar. 

In the meanwhile, a decision was also 
taken that the GCB join the SADC 
Lawyers' Association which is cur­
rently chaired by Mr Vincent Saldanha 
of the Law Society of South Africa. 

Juta Prize for best article 
The Juta Prize for the best contribu­
tion to Advocate in 2003 has been 
awarded to Fiona Snyckers for her 
article 'Law in literature: a monstrous 
maze?'which appeared in 2004 April 
Advocate 39. 
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not lightly brush aside the value to an 
advocate of opportunity not otherwise 
presented. Regarding chambers, indi­
vidual Bars are already accommodat­
ing individual needs. Permission to 
practise from home before and after 
child-birth is routinely granted. But in 
many instances these are only available 

Fourth World Congress on 
Family Law and Children's 
Rights 
The Fourth World Congress on Family 
Law and Children's Rights will be held 
in Cape Town from 20 - 23 March 2005. 

Members are invited to visit the 
website at http://www.lawrights.asn.au 
where they will be able to glean more 
information concerning the Congress 
and the history of the World Congress. 
In particular it may be noted that 
Ms Grava Machel has agreed to be 
the Patron (following the patronage of 
Mary Robinson for the third conference 
in Bath, England, in 2001; and Hilary 
Rodham Clinton for the second in San 
Francisco, USA, in 1997). 

The Congress has the support of a num­
ber of agencies and organisations and 
in particular many bodies representing 
lawyers (Bar associations and law soci-
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On Application - already demeaning 
- and the chamber may no longer be 
available four months later. 

Again, above all, once the mindset 
is right, the keenness to keep adapting 
will follow. 
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eties) in Australia, the United States of 
America, England and Wales, Scotland, 
New Zealand and Singapore, to mention 
a few. 

Registration fees have been set at a 
differential rate to ensure optimum 
attendance from lawyers and associated 
professions within the African conti­
nent. The rate for African delegates is 
R2 200 compared to R6 200 for the rest 
of the world. 

Website 
Current issues of Advocate are avail­
able at two websites: 
• the Jutastat website at 


http://www.jutastat.com 

• the GCB website at 

htt;p:llwww.sabar.co.za 
It is the GCB's aim to archive all 
issues of the journal at its website 
from April 2004. 
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LSSA and GCB 
The co-chairs of the Law Society of South Africa, Silas Nkanunu (left) and Jan Stemmett 
(right), paid a courtesy visit to (the then) GCB chair, Willem van der Linde SC, in June to 
discuss matters ofmutual interest. With them is LSSA Executive Director Andre van Vuuren. 
Photograph: De Rebus 
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