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GCB annual awards 

Sydney and Felicia 
Kentridge Award 

T
he General Council of the Bar of 
South Africa presented former 
Constitutional Court Justice Johann 

Kriegler with the Sydney and Felicia 
Kentridge Award for Service to Law in 
Southern Africa at a dinner function spon­
sored by Nedcor on 30 October 2003. 

The Sydney and Felicia Kentridge Award 
is made annually to the personls or institu­
tion adjudged to have made an outstanding 
contribution, worthy of public recognition, 
to law in Southern Africa. The selection 
committee consists of emeritus Chief 
Justice MM Corbett QC, Professor MM 
Katz on behalf of Nedcor, and Willem van 
der Linde SC on behalf of the GCB (with 
the support of Sir Sydney and Lady Felicia 
Kentridge). Former recipients include the 
late Chief Justice Ishmael Mahomed, 
Chief Justice Arthur Chaskalson, and for­
mer Chief Land Claims Commissioner, Dr 
Wallace Mgoqi. 

In his tribute to Justice Kriegler, GCB 
chair Willem van der Linde SC conclud­
ed: 'I am confident that in time scholarly 
analysis will show that it was on the 
Constitutional Court that his full potential 
as a jurist came to the fore. There he was 
able to blend his energy, his love of the 
law, his intellect, and his ingenuity, and 
then to paste it all together with his 
remarkable use of language. It is in this 
respect that Justice Kriegler's contribution 
to the law was singular. Judges, young and 
old, quote from his judgments to lend 
richness to their own. 
I mention but two here: 

Fedsure Life Assurance Ltd v Greater 
Johannesburg Transitional Metropo­
litan Council 1999 (1) SA 374 (CC) 

Breyten Breytenbach on 

Johann Kriegler: 


, ...He's not a big man, but ramrod 
straight; intensely nervous with a kind of 
cold but very intelligent concentration 
just barely holding his passions in check; 
a broad forehead, blue eyes which never 
waver, and then suddenly rather promi­
nent front teeth with a space for whistling 

'The apartheid city, although frag­
mented along racial lines, integrated 
an urban economic logic that system­
atically favoured white urban areas at 
the cost of black urban and peri-urban 
areas. The results are tragic and 
absurd: sprawling black townships 
with hardly a tree in sight, flanked by 
vanguards of informal settlements 
and guarded by towering floodlights, 
out of stones throw reach. Even if 
only a short distance away, nestled 
amid trees and water and birds and 
tarred roads and paved sidewalks and 
street lit suburbs and parks, and run­
ning water, and convenient electrical 
amenities, we find white suburbia.' 
S v Mamabolo 2001 (3) SA 409 (CC) 
In the context of public accountabili­
ty on the part of the judiciary, and the 
value of free and frank debate con­
cerning judicial proceedings, the fol­
lowing appears: 
'Ideally, also, robust and informed 
public debate about judicial affairs 
promote peace and stability by con­
vincing those who have been wronged 
that the legal process is preferable to 
vengeance; by assuring the meek and 
humble that might is not right; by sat­
isfying business people that commer­
cial undertakings can be efficiently 
enforced; and ultimately as far as they 
all are concerned, that there exists a set 
of just norms and a trustworthy mech­
anism for their enforcement.' 
[See the profile of Justice Johann 
Kriegler which appeared in 2003 
April Advocate 27-28.] 

Pius Langa Scholarship 

The GCB also announced the award of the 
Pius Langa Scholarship for 2003 to Ms 
Tlharesang Mkhwanazi, a pupil at the 
Cape Bar. 

Ms Mkhwanazi obtained the degrees of 
BA LLB at the University of Cape Town 

between them so that when he finally 

smiles it transforms his face into that of a 

naughty kid ... [He] is . .. a completely 

honest man profoundly inspired by 

humane principles, and this despite what­

ever pobtical belief he may hold. It was 

far more difficult for me to explain and to 

convince Johann Kriegler of my inno­

cence than it would be later when I was 

Tlharesang Mkhwanazi, pupil at the Cape 
Bar, receiving the Pius Langa Scholarship 
from Constitutional Court Justice Pius 
Langa. 

and LLM at the University of London. 
She previously worked as special legal 
adviser to the Minister of Environmental 
Affairs and Tourism, and has also lectured 
at the University of Cape Town. 

The Pius Langa Scholarship - also funded 

by the Nedcor Group - is awarded annually 


. by the GCB to the most meritorious pupil 

advocate having regard to the need for 

redressing the imbalance of race and gender 

at the Bar. The selection committee com­

prises Prof Michael Katz (for the Nedcor 

Group), Patric Mtshaulana of the Johannes­

burg Bar (representing Justice Langa) and 

Willem van der Linde SC (GCB chair). 

Eminent guests at this year's function 
included the Chief Justice and Deputy 
Chief Justice, the President and Deputy 
President of the Supreme Court of Appeal, 
and judges of the SCA and other di visions 
of the High Court. fIl 

actually confronted by the judge .... [I] 

won't know what his ultimate assessment 

was, but I do know that from the moment 

he agreed to defend me he never once 

went back on his ferocious commitment 

to my cause. I could not have asked for a 

better defender.' Breyten Breytenbach 

Confessions ofan Albino Terrorist. 

ADVOCATE December 2003 18 


