13th Commonwealth Law Conference

Mabel Jansen SC, vice-chair of the GCB, represented the GCB
at the 13th Commonwealth Law Conference held in Melbourne,

Australia, from 13-17 April 2003.
This is her report:

eld at the Conference Centre

in Melbourne, Australia, and

hosted by the Law Council

of Australia, the conference
organizing committee arranged an ex-
cellent and very ambitious business
programme consisting of approxi-
mately 63 sessions with more than 150
presenters including a significant num-
ber of eminent speakers from around the
commonwealth, such as the Prime
Minister of Australia, Mr John Ho-
ward, Ms Cherie Booth QC and Dr
Mary Robinson (former United Nations
High Commissioner for Human Rights
and former President of Ireland from
1990-1997), with plenary addresses by
Christopher F Patten (the EC Commis-
sioner for External Relations), Lord
Woolf of Barnes (Lord Chief Justice of
England and Wales), Dame Sian Elias
(Chief Justice of New Zealand) and
closing addresses by Judge Beverley
McLachlin (Chief Justice of Canada)
and Justice Murray Gleeson (Chief
Justice of Australia). Five subjects were
identified and analysed in detail in the
various sessions namely Human Rights
and the Rule of Law, Criminal Law and
Practice, Litigation in the New Millen-
nium, Technology and the Law, Com-
merce and Corporations Law and the
Legal Profession and its Future. The
plenary sessions focussed on the Com-
monwealth, the state of the Common-
wealth Judiciary and the status of the
common law.

There were also various book
launches and discussions. Thus, for
example Justices Michael Kirby and
Dato’s Siti Norma Yakoob gave an
interesting account of the new text book
by Cyrus Das and K Chandra entitled
Judges and Judicial Accountability. They
spoke about judicial decision-making in
plural societies, and conflicts of interest
for judges, and discussed the Latimer
House Guidelines on  Parliamentary
Supremacy and Judicial Independence
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which today are gaining wider recogni-
tion. Running contemporaneously with
the sessions was a Commonwealth Law
Students’ Moot Competition.

Social activities

Interspersed with all these cerebral
activities were social activities such as a
tour of both the Victorian Classical
Supreme Court building and the
award-winning modernist design of the
Commonwealth Law Courts building, a
splendid gala din-
ner dance spon-
sored by Freehills,
the law firm, enter-
tainment by Mel-
bourne jurists at
their homes, sit-
down luncheons
with guest speak-
ers on the Wednes-
day and Thursday,
and delicious light luncheons in the
Trade Expo with its varied and interest-
ing display of stalls. These included stalls
of leading legal and professional book-
sellers such as the Co-op Bookshop

(www.coop-bookshop.com.au), Thom-
son’s inBrief (inbrief@thomson.com.
au) and the e-law stall which displayed
its comprehensive litigation manage-
ment solutions software that are both
efficient and cost effective to meet the
needs of lawyers undertaking litigation
in all jurisdictions (www.elaw.net.au).

Opportunities for legal education,
networking, professional development,
and a good time abounded for practi-
tioners, academics, judges, magistrates,
and regulators. I was invited by the
Australian Bar Association to a most
entertaining evening at Restaurant 18
at the Crown Casino where other guests
included Roy Martin QC of Scotland,
Glenn Martin QC of Queensland (the
co-chairs of the IBA Forum for
Barristers and Advocates), Jack Rush
QC (Victorian Bar), and Matt Kelly,
chairman of the Bar of England and
Wales.

Session highlights

I highlight only certain of the plenary

sessions that I attended and some of the

sessions that ran concurrently in the
afternoons.

e Cherie Booth QC spoke at length
about the ‘common wealth® with
reference to three core values, namely
human rights, the rule of law and
democracy and the ‘wealth’ — both
economic and otherwise - which flows
from that common commitment. She
emphasised that the respect for funda-
mental human rights has become a
core Commonwealth principle.

e Lord Woolf spoke about the interna-
tional role of the judiciary. He stated
that just as the common law has been

... that the respect for
fundamental human rights has
become a core
Commonwealth principle.

evolving with increasing rapidity, so
has the rule of the common law judge.
The judge no longer simply presides
over a trial and acts as an arbiter. The
judge must be proactive in the delivery
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